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XXI. Account of a NewSpecks of Mufcicapa, from NewSouth Wales,

By Major-General Thmnas Davies^ F. R.S, and L, S,

Read February 6, 1798.

TTAVINGhad the good fortune to procure fine fpecimens of the

-* - male and female of a fingular bird from NewSouth Wales,

which the natives of that country call the Merion Binnion, or Caf-

fovvary-Bird, and as it is a fpecies at prefent very little known, I am
induced to prefent to the Prefident and Members of the Linnaean

Society an accurate drawing of both fpecimens, in hopes that it may
be found worthy of their acceptance. I am forry that I cannot at

the fame time furnilli the Society with an accurate account of its

manners. Even its genus appears to be rather difficult to deter-

mine with the certainty I could wiflj, and 1 fhall therefore leave

that decifion to others more capable than myfelf. I have, as yet,

clafled it in my own colle^Tlion with the Flycatchers^ as it appears

to me to approach nearefl: to that genus.

All the information which I have been able to procure refpeding

it, from Governor Philip, Colonel Nepean, and other Gentlemen,

who refided fome years in New South Wales, is, that it is found

about Sidney and Botany-Bay, in marfhy places, abounding with

long grafs and fine rufhes, in which it hides itfelf very dextcroufly ;

that,
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that, when difturbed, its flight is very fhort, like that of a grafs-

hopper; and that it no fooner alights than it runs with fuch great

agihty that many who have been confident of their having covered

birds with their hats, have, to their great furprife, feen them again

take wing at no great diftance : fo that they are ahva; s difficult to

catch. I have, however, to obferve, that the colour or the bird, and
the length of its legs, mufl: greatly contribute to its fo eafily efcaj)ing

the vigilance of thofe who purfue it. I am alfo induced, from the

circumftance of its bill being well fnrrounded with briftles, to think

that its food is fmall flies, and other infefts which it catches amongft

the roots of the grafs and ruflie?.

The length of the bird, from the point of the bill to the end of

the rump, i» three inches; the bill is three-eighths of an inch long,

of a brownifli black colour, confiderably curved at the point, hav-

ing the bafe furnifhed with flrong briftles, and noftrils large and
low down ; irides uncertain ; head much flattened and narrow
towards the bafe of the bill, with a pale azure bar from the bafe of

the bill over the eye ; throat, to the centre of the neck, on each fide,

azure ; front part of the head, cheeks, breaft, fore part of the llioul-

ders, thighs, fides and rump, ferruginous; centre part of the belly

nearly white; hind part of the head, neck, fhoulders, back and

rump, greyifh brown, elegantly flreaked with brownifli black

;

feathers of the back and rump, long, foft, and of a filky texture
;

wings very fhort, fcarcely reaching to the bafe of the tail, of a dark

brownifli black colour, edged with rufous brown; legs flender,

three-fourths of an inch long, of a pale dun or horn colour; feet

flender and long : claws crooked and very fliarp, efpecially the hind
one, which is the largefl:, all of the fame colour with the legs ; the

tail, independent of the body, is four inches and more in length,

fhafts black and very flender, armed on each fide with minute
Vol. IY. I i flender



242. Major-General Davies'j Account of a Sjiccles of Mufcicapa.

flender filaments, like hair, of a black colour. The female is like

the male in every refpe£l, excepting that it has no azure bar over

the eye, and that it is entirely of a ferruginous colour from the bafe

of the under-mandible to the vent.

The natives of New South Wales give the name of Merlon Bin^

nion to this bird, on account of the great refemblance of its tail to

the feathers of the Caffowary.

Since the above account was written, Dr. Shaw has examined the

bird therein defcribed, and has named and charaderized it as

follows :

MUSCICAPAmalachura.

Soft-tailed Flycatcher.

M. fufca, fubtus ferruginea
;

gula (maris ?) coerulea ; cauda longa

cuneata, reftricibus decompofitis.

Brown Flycatcher, ferruginous beneath ; the throat (of the male?)

blue ; the tail long and cuneated, with loofe-webbed feathers.

Tab. XXI. reprefents the Mufcicapa malachura, male and female.

XXII. Obfer-


